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Air Force to Require A four-year active duty tour for non-flying Air Force ROTC 
ngs | Four-Year Duty Tours graduates will be required for students entering advanced 
Ri. of Non-Fliers in ROTC training after January lst, 1961. The previous requirement 


was 3 years. The announcement of the change has been made 
in letters from Air Force Secretary Dudley Sharp to college presidents concerned. 

y The reason for the change, according to the Air Force, is the large turnover occasioned 
by the relatively short tour for the non-flying officer which does not allow sufficient 
time for him to become proficient in his duties. Further information was supplied by 
Secretary Sharp in a recent letter to President Arthur S. Adams. A portion of the letter 


follows. 
en 
b The ability of the Air Force to accomplish its assigned mission in defense of the 
nation depends in large measure upon the quality and quantity of our Air Force officers. 
The Air Force ROTC program is the most important of our several sources of line officers 
since it provides larger numbers of high caliber young men than all the other sources to- 
gether. 
Heretofore, our requirements have been fully satisfied in numbers and quality by the 
} AFROTC program; but it has become apparent in recent years, with increasing complexity of 
ing weapons systems, that there is another factor to be considered - retention of the non- 
iL flying line officer in the Air Force for a more realistic time period. 
The instability created by departure from the service of young nonflying officers 
om following a relatively short active duty tour is very costly, particularly in the scien- 
: tific and engineering fields. To the degree of such turnover, the Air Force is hampered 
with in the effective performance of the defense mission. Our inability to make best use of 
i to short term officers is not only difficult from the service viewpoint but frequently de- 
=m tracts from the satisfaction of the officer during his period of service. For example, 
we cannot assign AFROTC graduates to the costly and time-consuming training in missile 
operations and missile maintenance without a longer obligated active duty tour than is 
now required, even though the officer desires it. Commanders are reluctant in other 
fields as well to place officers in positions of significant responsibility, knowing that 
al the officer will depart just when he is becoming proficient. 
eroury You will recall that for similar reasons we extended the active duty obligation of 
red our flying officers to four years after completion of training. This is resulting in a 
ails marked increase in our combat readiness and, apparently, in satisfaction to the officers 
concerned as evidenced in their much increased desire for service careers. 
960 With the exception of AFROTC graduates, all nonflying officers of the line are now 
jOIs required to serve for a period of four years after initial entry to active duty; and we 


now find it necessary to establish an identical tour for nonflying line AFROTC graduates. 
This policy change was discussed with the Air Force ROTC Advisory Panel in April 1960. 
There was mutual agreement between the Panel and Air Staff agencies that 1 January 1961 
would be a feasible date for extension of the active duty tour. 

The four-year tour will apply only to those cadets formally enrolled in training 
after that date. No student now formally enrolled in the advanced course or due to be 
formally enrolled before 1 January 1961 will be affected. This date was selected to 
minimize the impact on the colleges and universities. Although we realize that there 
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will be some student reaction because of this change, I am sure you will agree that 
it is not in the public interest to train officers who cannot be utilized to the 
maximum extent of their capabilities and potential. 


Council Committee President Arthur S. Adams of the Council has announced the 
to Make Survey of appointment of a seven-member Committee on Language and Area 
Language Centers Centers, with President E. Wilson Lyon of Pomona College, 


Claremont, California, as chairman. 

Other members of the committee are Y. R. Chao, professor of Oriental Languages 
at the University of California, Berkeley; Peter Elder, dean, Graduate School of Arts 
and Sciences, Harvard University; Gerard J. Mangone, director of the Overseas Train- 
ing Program, Maxwell Graduate School of Citizenship and Public Affairs, Syracuse 
University; Ruth Mulhauser, professor of Romance Languages, Western Reserve University; 
President Charles E. Odegard, the University of Washington; and the Rev. Walter J. 
Ong, S.J., professor of English, St. Louis University. The group will hold its first 
meeting in Washington on September 13. 

The Committee on Language and Area Centers will advise the Council in connection 
with its contract with the U. S. Office of Education to make an inventory of the 
centers for the study of rare languages which have been established under Title VI of 
the National Defense Education Act of 1958. It is expected that the Inventory of 
Language and Area Centers will be completed by June 1961. 

Each of the 46 centers now in operation will be visited during the fall of 1960 
by a staff member for the Inventory who will prepare a detailed report on the program 
of the center. The director is Dr. Joseph Axelrod, on leave from the faculty of San 
Francisco State College. Dr. Axelrod will be assisted by a small staff of three 
persons who will visit the centers. Headquarters for the project will be in San 
Francisco in an office to be opened in mid-September. 

Dr. Adams emphasized that the purpose of the inventory is to describe the re- 
sources and practices of the language centers now in operation. "The American Council 
will not undertake to evaluate the quality of the program of these centers or to com- 
pare the effectiveness of the work being done in one center with what is done in 
another center. Our job is to describe systematically what is being done," he said. 

Dr. Adams went on to point out that in order to share the information developed 
in the detailed reports on each language center, a series of regional conferences 
have been scheduled for the spring of 1961. Each center will be asked to send two 
representatives to the conference for its region--one to represent the language pro- 
gram and one to represent the area study program. 

When the Inventory has been completed the Council will publish a report late in 
1961 summarizing the programs at the language centers. 


Foreign Fellowship Only a few weeks remain to apply for some 800 Fulbright 
Applicants Must Act scholarships for graduate study or research in 30 


countries, the Institute of International Education has 
reminded prospective applicants. Applications are being accepted until November 1. 

Inter-American Cultural Convention awards for study in 17 Latin American countries 
have the same filing deadline. 

Recipients of Fulbright awards for study in Europe, Latin America, and the Asia 
Pacific area will receive tuition, maintenance and round-trip travel. IACC scholar- 
ships cover transportation, tuition, and partial maintenance costs. IIE administers 
both of these student programs for the U.S. Department of State. 

General eligibility requirements for both categories of awards are: 1) U. S. 
citizenship at time of application; 2) a bachelor's degree or its equivalent by 1961; 
3) knowledge of the language of the host country; and 4) good health. A demonstrated 
capacity for independent study and a good academic record are also expected. Preference 


is given to applicants under 35 years of age who have not previously lived or studied 
abroad. 
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Applicants will be required to submit a plan of proposed study that can be 
carried out profitably within the year abroad. Successful candidates are re- 
quired to be affiliated with approved institutions of higher learning abroad. 

Enrolled students at a college or university should consult the campus 
Fulbright adviser for information and applicatims. Others may write to the Infor- 
mation and Counseling Division, Institute of International Education, 1 East 67th 
Street, New York 21, New York. 

Competitions for the 1961-62 academic year close November 1, 1960. Requests 
for application forms must be postmarked before October 15. Completed applications 
must be submitted by November l. 


Billion a Year Goes The National Science Foundation has estimated that 
into Basic Research total funds for the performance of basic research in 
the United States reached a level of $1 billion in 
the year 1959-60. The billion-dollar estimate is based on an NSF statistical 
series published recently "Funds for the Performance of Basic Research in the 
United States, 1953-58," Reviews of Data on Research & Development, No. 22. 

The statistical series, compiled through extensive NSF surveys of the 1953-58 
national research and development effort, indicates that basic research funds rose 
from about $430 million in 1953-54 to more than $830 million in 1957-58, an increase 
of 93 percent. Throughout this period, funds for basic research continued at a 
level of about eight percent of the total estimated R&D funds. Total R&D funds 
in the United States reached a $12 billion annual level for 1959-60, according to 
the Foundation. 

The substantial rise in the level of basic research funds is part of a "long- 
term increase in scientific and technological activity stimulated, in particular, 
by the challenging problems of the past two decades," the Foundation said. 

y The series indicates that colleges and universities expended about half the 
national total in the performance of basic research in the 1957-58 survey year. 
The industry sector reported using about a third of total funds for the same pur- 
pose. Performance of basic research by both the Federal Government and other non- 
profit institutions accounted for a relatively smaller portion of funds, 13 and 
six percent respectively. 

The Federal Government has remained the source of the largest amount of funds 
for basic research from 1953-54 through 1957-58. 

No important change was found in the distribution of total funds for the 
performance of basic research by field of science over the years covered. The 
physical sciences reached a total of over $550 million, or approximately two-thirds 
of all the natural sciences funds in 1957-58. The life sciences accounted for the 
remainder of the basic research funds, or about $280 million. 

For survey purposes, the Foundation defines basic research as scientific in- 
quiry in which the primary aim of the investigator is a fuller knowledge or under- 
standing of the subject, rather than a practical application. 

es Reviews of Data on Research & Development, No. 22, is available from the 
Supt. of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C., 15 cents. 


Conference Set on The sixth annual Conference on University Contracts 
Contracts Abroad Abroad, sponsored by the Office on Institutional Projects 


Abroad of the American Council on Education, will be 
held at the Mayflower Hotel in Washington, D.C., on November 9, 1960. Among the 
principal speakers, addressing themselves to the general topic, "The Role of 


i American Higher Education in Developing Areas,” are expected to be: Paul Hoffman, 
nail Managing Director, United Nations Special Fund; President John A. Hannah, Michigan 
1 State University; President Grayson Kirk, Columbia University; Dr. Arthur S. Adams, 


President, American Council on Education; and Professor W.W. Rostow, Massachusetts 


Institute of Technology. A discussion of "The Contract Device as a Business Arrangement" 
will take piace at one of the general sessions, led by R. B. Stewart, Vice-President- 
Treasurer, Purdue University. 


Office of Education Appointment of Benjamin J. Mandel, since 1945 chief of the 


Names Statistician Statistics Branch, Bureau of Old Age and Survivors Insurang 


Social Security Administration, to fill the new post of 
assistant director of the Educational Statistics Branch of the U. S. Office of Education 
has been announced by Commissioner Lawrence G. Derthick. 

Mr. Mandel, who has been chairman of the Statistics Department, School of Business, 
Industry, and Management in the University of Baltimore, is the author of "Statistics 
for Management: A Simplified Introduction to Statistics," and of numerous articles on 
the practical application of statistical methods. 


Fellowship Guide Fellowships in the Arts and Sciences, 1961-62 has just 
Published Again been published by the Association of American Colleges. 


This is the 4th edition of an annual listing of graduate 
fellowships available from sources outside the universities themselves. Edited by 
Michael E. Schiltz, this book may be ordered at $3.00 per copy from the Publications 
Office, American Council on Education. 


Committee Named Appointment of a committee to prepare a report concerning 

on Civil Defense higher education and civil defense has been announced by 
President Arthur S. Adams of the Council. Chairman of the 

Committee is President Thomas H. Hamilton of the State University of New York. 

Operating under a contract with the Office of Civil and Defense Mobilization, the 
committee will bring up-to-date a pamphlet published by the Council in 1954 called 
"Civil Defense and Higher Education." That pamphlet discussed the general problem of 
civil defense, contributions through regular instructional programs, special contributio 
to the community, and institutional plans and operations. 

The first meeting of the committee will be held in November at OCDM headquarters in 
Battle Creek, Michigan. Other members of the committee in addition to President Hamilta 
are: Dr. Gifford H. Albright, assistant professor of Architectural Engineering, Pennsyl- 
vania State University; Dean D. Mack Easton, Extension Division, University of Colorado; 
Mr. C. 0. Emmerich, business manager, Emory University; Dr. Jack T. Johnson, vice presi- 
dent, Hofstra College; Dean Louise Knapp, School of Nursing, Washington University (Saint 
Louis); Dr. W. D. McClurkin, director, Division of Surveys and Field Services, George 
Peabody College for Teachers; Dean Dewey B. Stuit, College of Liberal Arts, University of 
Iowa; and President Celestin Steiner, S.J., University of Detroit. 
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